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A meeting of the GFWD  Board was opened in person and telephonically on March 18, 2024 at    
1:30 PM. 

PRESENT:      In person: Michael Naito, Seth Kirk, Diane Kirk, Paul Stewart, and Don Roberts 
CALL-IN:         Nick Davis, Tom Campagne, Garth Pecchenino - QK Consulting, Keasha Blew - QK   
  Consulting 
ABSENT:      None 
PUBLIC: Lakwinder Brar 
PUBLIC CALL-IN: Stephen Dota 

1.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   None 

2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: On a motion by P Stewart and a second by M Naito, the minutes of the   
 regular meeting of February 19, 2024 were unanimously approved as emailed. 
  
3.  POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  No potential conflicts were identified. 

4.  GSA/GSP (SGMA):  Garth reported the spring 2024 well measurements are 7’-14’ above the 2015   
 depth to water levels. The draft annual update report is complete except for 2023 water supply   
 which Don will provide to Garth. Spring well measurements from Madera Pumps attached. 

 Garth advised the Water Smart Grant application is due May 21st with a 25% local funding   
 match. Don advised the District needs to install Rubicon Gates at the first 5 weirs in CWC   
 starting at Rd 20 to south of Ave 7. Board concurred. Garth to proceed with application. 

 Garth also provided a contract proposal for the 5-year GSP update with a cost of $140,000 +   
 amount. This will be a discussion/action item for the April agenda. 

 See attached Memo from QK  

5.   WATER SUPPLY:  Bureau of Reclamation requested water use schedules as follows: 
 Feb 29  100%  Cl 1  40% Cl 2     + 40,000 AF URF water before April 10th 
 Mar 1  100%  Cl1    0% Cl 2        + 40,000 AF URF by April 10th 
   100%  Cl 1  25% Cl 2  + 40,000 AF URF by April 10th 
 Mar 5     60%  Cl 1    0% Cl 2  (This is the current allocation.) 

 See attached Memo from QK 

6.  SYSTEM MAINTENANCE:  Clean up of tumble weeds at Secara Pond will be completed in March. 
 Still need to replace meter on Toor’s turnout. 

7.  MADERA REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP: Highlights of February meeting: 
• Updated status of various activities; Same as January, meter installations at Indian Lakes, 

Parksdale, Parkwood and City of Madera 
• Still awaiting a response of the ByLaws 
• Still working on obtaining some entity to take over RWMG Accounting Functions. DR
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8.  PROP “218”: Garth provided a cost sheet recommendation to the Board with a recommended first   
 year rate of $41.18 acre assessment for funding as follows: 
  $150,000 for Operations and Maintenance Costs 
  $  48,000 for Capital Costs 
  $  10,500 for a 3% Contingency 
 There would be a maximum upper limit of $60 per acre.          See Budget attached. 

 The proposed schedule would be to review and approve proceeding with a Prop “218” election   
 at the April 15th Board meeting and set the 45 day public review period. Send out ballots and   
 count votes at the June 17th meeting. If there is a favorable vote, then provide the required   
 information to the Madera County Assessor’s Office by August 1, 2024. 

 See attached Memo from QK, attached “Proposed Rate Schedule” 

  
9.   FINANCIAL REPORT:   (a) The Board was presented with a summary of the March 18, 2024 bills,   
 the March 18, 2024 summary of the District’s Temporary Investments and the March 2024   
 Income & Expenses for the year, along with the monthly totals of Temporary Investments for   
 2022, 2023 and 2024. On a motion by P Stewart and a second by M Naito, the Board voted   
 unanimously to approve payment of the March bills in the amount of $34,003.02. 

 (b) Board acknowledged receipt of the Year End Financial Report Income & Expenses 

 (c) Board acknowledged receipt of the 
  (i) 2023 Profit and Loss Summary 
  (ii) 2023 General Ledger 
   Both items along with all 2023 financial items have been delivered to the District’s   
  Accountant for Audit. 

 Profit & Loss Summary; Income & Costs are attached items 
 General Ledger is a separate attached item 

10.  CORRESPONDENCE & MANAGER’S REPORT:  
 (i)    Madera County - Adopted costs for collecting taxes/assessments - GFWD share is $2,761. 
 (ii)   State of CA - Fees for Underground Safety Board based on tickets from USA 
 (iii)  B of R -Summary of 2023 Water Charges 
 (iv)  DWR - Requirement on amount of agriculture water delivered to customers 
 (v)   Madera ID - Inform all GSA’s that they have completed their programs and projects in their   
        GSP. 

11.  BOARD COMMENTS & FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: None 
    
12.   ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting declared adjourned at 2:47 PM. 
 Next scheduled meeting is April 15, 2024 at 1:30 PM at  O’Neill Farm Management Office. It is   

_________________________________ 
Diane Kirk, Secretary/Treasurer  
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